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At the beginning of the great world conflict, which was *
finally to determine the fate of three empires, the party :
of Union and Progress was once more in power. Spoiled
by the partial success of their venturesome policy during
the last phase of the Balkan War, vexed by the suspicious
reserve of England, whom they accused of sacrificing
Turkish friendship to the Eussian entente, blindly flat-
tered by German solicitations and the prospect of a
profitable military alliance, the members of the triumvi-
rate of unhappy memory which then ruled over Turkey,
made, without the slightest judgment, the most serious
decisions. And then when they found themselves beset
by the insurmountable difficulties which were certain
to result therefrom, they played their last cards with-
out hesitation; afterwards, when the fatal hour for
Turkey finally struck, they ignominiously fled.
Thus the hopes which arose at the beginning of the
Young Turk regime were not realized. Among the lead-
ing causes are the lack of social culture of the Ottoman
people in general, and of the Mussulman and Turkish ele-
ment in particular; the fundamental incapacity of the
rulers; and the persistent bad faith of the interested
powers which strengthened by their hypocritical or
brutal interventions the separatist tendencies of the
Slavic, Greek, or Armenian communities. But the same
historical causes, which had paralyzed the execution of
the repeatedly proclaimed reforms, brought on the fa-
miliar consequences again, namely, successive national
insurrections, uninterrupted wars for spoils, subjugation
and persecution of the vanquished, indescribable suffer-
ing and emigration of the Mussulman population—all
this under the fallacious and disgusting pretense of up-
lifting and liberating oppressed peoples.
These ignorant and pretentious errors merely has-
tened the century-old decadence. Young Turkey, liberal
at first, was drawn irresistibly toward a more particu-

